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Sports

The Mix

Find out whether Saturday will
be tricks or treats for USC’s
quarterbacks See The Blitz

Severed Fingers tops
the list of Halloween
snacks. See page 8A
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USC provost gets nod
as GSU’s new president
Mark Becker chosen
to lead school after
four years at USC
Wolf Stone
The Associated Press

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC President Harris Pastides shows off his new garnet and black Mini Cooper S on Greene Street yesterday at noon.

Pastides unveils eco-friendly car
USC president displays
new garnet, green vehicle
selected by students
Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

University President Harris Pastides
and the rest of campus got their fi rst
peek at Pastides’s new environmentally
friendly, Gamecock-supporting 2009
Mini Cooper S.
Pastides pulled onto Greene Street
in front of the Russell House yesterday
and spoke to students, faculty and staff
surrounding the car at noon.
President Pastides said he wanted
to choose something better for the
environment when he decided to do
this.
“ I w a nt e d t he m t o k now t h at
env ironmentalism starts w it h t he
individual,” Pastides said. “It’s easy to
think that society has to change, but
it’s more important to be aware that
each of us can do something little or
big in every decision that we make.”
Pastides created a contest Aug. 1 in
which students would vote to choose
which car he would drive. A committee
of students headed by David Ensor
helped to narrow down the options.
The Daily Gamecock then created a
poll on its Web site, in which around
500 students voted altogether.
The Toyota Prius received 145 votes,
the Honda Civic Hybrid received 100
votes and the Mini Cooper received
239 votes.
St udent Body President A ndrew
Gaeckle said today celebrated Pastides’s

ATLANTA — The state
Board of Regents named
a new G eorg ia St ate
Un iver sit y president
T hu r s d a y, s e le c t i n g a
Un iversit y of Sout h
Carolina execut ive v ice
president and provost to
lead the downtown Atlanta
campus.
M a r k P. B e c k e r, 50 ,
w i l l s u c c e e d lo n g t i me
Georgia State President
Carl Patton, who is retiring
after 16 years. There are
27,000 students enrolled
at the school, according to
the University System of
Georgia Web site.
“This has been an
i mp or t a nt pre sident ia l
search for a star in American
re s e a rc h u n i ver s it ie s ,”
board chair Richard Tucker
sa id i n a new s relea se.
“Dr. Becker tremendously
i mp r e s s e d t he c a mp u s
search committee and the
regents with his thinking
regarding Georgia State’s
future.”
Becker w ill be t he
school’s seventh president
when he assumes his new
post in January. This was

the second attempt to fi nd
a replacement for Patton
after the finalists in the
first search this summer
withdrew their names for
various reasons.
The other finalist in this
year’s search, Brooks A.
Keel from Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge,
withdrew his name from
the running Friday.
Becker has been executive
vice president for academic
affairs and provost at USC
since 2004.
“Mark has been a
v it al member of t he
a d m i n i s t r at io n ,” U S C
President Harris Pastides
said Thursday in a news
release.
“Under his leadership,
the quality of our faculty
has become even stronger,
and scholarly productivity
has increased.”
Past ides had been
a f i nal ist i n t he f irst
president ia l sea rch but
w it hd rew when he wa s
named USC’s president.
Before going to South
Carolina, Becker taught
biostat ist ics at t he
Universit y of Minnesota
i n M i n neap ol is, where
he was also an assistant
vice president for public
healt h prepared ness
and emergency response
and the School of Public
BECKER ● 3A
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Students voted from three options on Pastides’s new Gamecock-decorated car.
new car and its significance of working
toward an improved environment.
“It’s good for the universit y and
t he com mu n it y to k now t hat t he
president is taking steps to have a car
that promotes sustainabilit y,” said
the fourth-year international studies
student.
G aeck le sa id it was a sma l l
celebration yesterday.
“It was k ind of exciting that Dr.
Past ides is d r iv i ng h is new M i n i
Cooper and that the students decided
which car he would drive,” he said.
Cocky initially rode with Pastides,

and then two students won a free ride
with him.
The Mini Cooper is black and white
with a garnet pinstripe and a large
block-C athletic logo on its roof.
“I think when they see the president
in a Gamecock-colored Mini Cooper,
it will remind them of my commitment
to sustainability,” Pastides said earlier
this year. “Students will remember
their president made a choice relative
to the mileage and the environment.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC Provost Mark Becker will become GSU’s president.

STUDENT ORGANIZATION : OMEGA PHI
ALPHA
OF THE WEEK
SSorority
o rity serves UNICEF,
UNI
Kenyan school, cancer
charities with events
Jennifer Silverman

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

There is a tunnel between
t he Law School a nd t he
Coliseum that is repainted

ever y few years, but does
anyone actually know who
paints it? Members of the Chi
chapter of Omega Phi Alpha
national service sorority do.
Repainting and touching up
the tunnel is just one of the
many service projects they do
throughout each semester.
Members of Omega Phi
A lp h a a r e de d ic at e d t o
bettering the communit y

through various community
ser v ice projec t s foc used
on six areas of service each
year. The sororit y pick s
one project for each area of
service, and each semester’s
pledge class is required to do
the same.
Kate White, a fourth-year
Russia n st udent a nd t he
sorority’s president, said each
pledge class picks something

special to do.
“Every fall’s pledge class
u s e s Tr ic k- or -Tre at for
UNICEF as their nations
of the world project,” White
said. “They usually invite the
active members to trick or
treat with them.”
The pledge class of Omega
Ph i A lpha operates as a
SERVICE ● 3A

Sports

The Mix

Family of five in Jake Broom’s seat
keeping him from enjoying the game?
This will not end well. See page 5B

Stuck on Halloween without a
costume, check out some last
minute ideas. See page 8A

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Omega Phi Alpha sisters do numerous service projects.
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PIC OF THE DAY

Week

ACE Coach meeting
2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Russell House, Room 201

TOMORROW
American Red Cross
CPR class
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Leconte, Room 121

What are you being for
Halloween?

USC vs. Tennessee
7 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium

SUNDAY

“I’m going to be Homer Simpson. I just
figured that it’s cheap and I already
own jeans and a white T-shirt.”
— Bryan McKinney, third-year
graphic design student

Hill of the Lord Church
Service
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Rutledge Chapel
Sunday Group
Meditation
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
RH, Room 302
Campus Advance
meeting
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
RH Theater

“I’m going to be a gypsy. My friend and
I thought it would be a cute idea.”
— Daniela Ramirez, first-year biology
student

Alumni Association
meeting
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 203

“I think I’m going to be a pirate ‘cause
my roommates have an extra costume,
so that’s easy.”
— Alexis Lee, first-year hotel,
restaurant and tourism management
student

Carolina Productions
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 348
Impact Prayer meeting
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
RH, Room 302
On-Campus Worship
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 303

“I’m not sure yet. But I will be going
out with my friends, maybe to a
Halloween party.”
— Jasmine Singletory, first-year
nursing student

Carolina Productions
meeting
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 348
Garnet Circle meeting
8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
RH, Rooms 322/326

MONDAY

“I guess I’m going to be a witch.”
— Jessica Hammonds, third-year
history student

AAMI meeting
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
RH, Room 305
Students for Life
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 302

-Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

Crime Report
TUESDAY, OCT. 28
Malicious injury to personal property,
1:45 p.m.
Russell House, 1400 Greene St.
A n unk nown suspect attempted to
cut the victim’s bicycle lock and steal
the victim’s bicycle. The lock was not
cut all the way through, but the locking
mechanism was damaged.
Estimated damages: $20.
Reporting officer: A. Mitchell

Petit larceny, 8:30 p.m.
East Quad, 400 Blossom St.
An unknown suspect stole the victim’s
blue moped. The victim said the moped
was locked to the bike rack with a metal
lock, which was also missing.
Estimated value: $970.

Reporting officer: A. Mitchell

THURSDAY, OCT. 30
Malicious injury to personal property,
1:15 a.m.
Bates House, 1423 Whaley St.
An unknown suspect began hitting
a vending machine after he said that it
ate his money. The suspect then began
striking the machine with a hammer
attempting to break the glass. Digital
images were taken and the suspect was
issued a student discipline.
Estimated damages: $20.
Reporting officer: N. Peter

— Compiled by Staff Writer Kyle
Moores

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

S.H.A.R.E. President Jane Holman, left, and Mariel Razlan pass out condoms and
fliers in front of the Russell House Wednesday to promote sexual health.

Local
S o u t h C a r o l i n a G o v.
Mark Sanford said yesterday
he’ll let $488 million in state
spending cuts go into effect
and carve deeply into health
care and college spending
plans, and he warned
that more budget cuts are
coming in the months and
years ahead.
T he st ate’s $7 bi l l ion
budget ran into problems
when it went into effect July
1 as the economy continued
to sour and consumers spent
and earned less than needed
to keep state government in
the black.
“I am goi ng to let t he
bi l l go t h rough w it hout
signature. I’m not going to
make any amendment to it.
There will be no vetoes,”
Sanford said to reporters
yesterday afternoon. The
c ut s go i nto ef fect af ter
midnight Thursday.
Sanford said that any veto
would add to state spending
in the face of more expected
bad economic news.
“I believe very fi rmly that
we’re in the first round of
budget cuts in what will be
a multiyear round of budget
cuts. So our take was that we
would have many different
bites at the apple,” Sanford
said.
T he st ate E ducat ion
Depa r t ment is a l ready
t r y ing to f ig ure out how
to deal with the first bite
at its apple: $9.1 million in
cuts. Nearly half are among
operations at its Columbia
headquarters and the rest
fall on school bus a nd
instructional material costs
and other areas. Meanwhile,
schools are losing more than
$10 0 m i l l ion becau se of
slowing sales tax collections
that help cover costs of addons like gifted and talented
programs.
At the Education
Department’s headquarters,
a 13 percent cut in personnel
costs is mandated.
“How we’re going to take
t hat is somet h i ng we’re
still work ing on,” agency
spokesperson Jim Foster
sa id. T he agenc y mu st
figure out how to do that
without cutting mandated
state programs.

National
SAN FRANCISCO — A
California man suspected
of mailing more than 120
hoax anthrax letters to media
out let s wa s i nter v iewed
previously by the FBI after a
similar mailing in 2007, but
he was not charged.
M a r c M . K e y s e r, 6 6 ,
w a s i nt er v ie we d b y t he
FBI in Ja nuar y 20 07 for
allegedly sending a package
containing a small aerosol
can labeled “Anthrax,” along
w it h a compac t d isc, to
the Sacramento News and
Review newspaper, according
to a criminal complaint filed
yesterday in federal court.
K e y ser s a id to agent s
then that he was using the
mailing as a publicity stunt
for a novel he had penned,
and “to model what would
happen if terrorist were to
use anthrax ... to show the
amount of anthrax a terrorist
m ight spray into t he air
condit ioning system in a
shopping mall.” The can did
not contain anthrax.
A gent s war ned Keyser
that he violated federal law
and could be prosecuted, but
they didn’t arrest him. Agent
Filip Colfescu said in the
complaint that Keyser at the
time apologized for the hoax
“and told agents they should
not worry, that he would not
be doing it again.”
The FBI did not
im mediately ret u r n a
message seeking comment
about the 2007 interviews.
Keyser was arrested
without incident at his home
in Sacramento Wednesday
and is being charged with
three counts of sending hoax
anthrax threats by mail. At
least some of the packages
had Keyser’s return address
on them, and agents found 11
more packets in Keyser’s car,
according to the complaint.
None of the packets has
so far tested posit ive for
haz a rdou s m ater ia l, t he
agency said.
K e y ser wa s sc hedu led
to appear in federal court
yesterday afternoon. It wasn’t
known yesterday whether he
had a lawyer.
The investigation began
after The Atlantic magazine
received a letter Monday.
T h e S t a r Tr i b u n e o f
Minneapolis and the Boston
Her a ld received si m i la r
letters yesterday.
Media outlets in North
Carolina, California and
Washington state also have
received the letters, as has
Rep. George Radanovich and
a Sacramento McDonald’s.
Offices were evacuated in
some cases.

World
BAGHDAD — Iraq
wa nt s to el im i nate a ny
chance U.S. forces w ill
stay here after 2011 under
a proposed security pact
and to expand Iraqi legal
j u r i s d ic t io n over U. S .
troops until then, a close
ally of the prime minister
said Thursday.
Those demands,
which were presented to
U.S. officials this week,
could derail the deal —
delivering a diplomat ic
blow to Wash ing ton in
the fi nal weeks of the Bush
administration.
Fa i l u r e t o r e a c h a n
agreement before year’s end
could force a suspension
of A mer ic a n m i l it a r y
o p e r a t i o n s , a n d U. S .
com ma nders have been
warning Iraqi officials that
could endanger securit y
improvements.
T he c u r rent d raf t ,
hammered out in months
of tortuous negotiations,
would have U.S. soldiers
leave I r aq by Dec. 31,
2 011, u n l e s s t h e t w o
governments agreed to an
extension for training and
supporting Iraqi security
forces.
But A l i a l-Adeeb, a
member of Prime Minister
Nouri al-Malik i’s inner
circle, said the government
w a nt s t h at p o s s ib i l it y
excluded by la ng uage
adding fi nality to the end
of 2011 date.
“The Iraqi side wants to
remove any mention of a
possible extension of U.S.
troops, fearing that the
existing clause might be
subject to misinterpretation
or cou ld bear dif ferent
interpretat ion,” he told
The Associated Press.
Otherwise, he said the
U. S. m ight dema nd a n
extension “depending on
t heir evaluat ion” of t he
security situation and the
state of readiness within
I raq’s army a nd police.
U.S. officials have privately
suggested 2012 is too early
for Iraqi forces to be truly
ready to maintain order.
The draft also gives Iraqi
courts limited jurisdiction
over U.S. troops, allowing
t hem to be prosec uted
by Iraqis only if they are
accused of major crimes
committed off post and
off duty.
Al-Adeeb said the Iraqis
want to add a provision for a
joint U.S.-Iraqi committee
to decide whet her U.S.
soldiers accused of such
crimes were on authorized
missions.

— The Associated Press

SERVICE ● Continued from 1A
sorority within a sorority.
Each pledge class has its
own executive officer board
as well as separate projects
for each area of service, and
each pledge must also have
15 hours of service before
becoming an active member
at the end of the semester.
The six areas of service
are: nations of the world,
commu nit y at large,
university community, sisters
of the sorority, mental health
and the national president’s
project.
The national president’s
project is usually related to a
topic of interest for chapters
of Omega Phi A lpha. For
2007, the projects centered
on domestic violence. This
year, t he project topic is
women’s cancer.
While the sisters typically
pick a new project each year,
there are a few permanent
ones as well.
One of those projects falls
into the nations of the world
area of service and involves
raising money for t he
Shikokho School in Kenya.
Last year, Omega Phi Alpha
raised enough money to buy
the school two computers.
This year the sororit y’s
goal is to raise enough money

for the school to get running
water. The club has already
raised $700 toward this goal
through canning and bake
sales, White said.
Omega Phi A lpha also
participates in smaller scale
projects, such as volunteering
at the Pets Inc. animal shelter
in West Columbia. Pets Inc.
is connected to a pet store
that provides proceeds to the
shelter. The sorority chose
this shelter because of the
no-kill policy that tends to
cause an overflow.
This year, t he sororit y
is pa r t ic ipat i ng i n t he
Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation Walk. Past sisters
of the sorority projects have
included Make-a-Wish for a
sister. For this project, each
girl writes down a wish, and
a member of the sororit y
grants the wish. Wishes have
varied from a cup of coffee
to a bouquet of flowers for a
sister.
If you are interested in
joining Omega Phi Alpha,
you can e-mail the sorority
at omegapa@g wm.sc.edu.
The next pledge class will be
formed at the beginning of
the spring semester.

BECKER ● Continued from 1A
Health dean. He also held
va r iou s ac adem ic a nd
administrative positions at
several other universities.
Becker has a doctorate
in stat ist ics f rom The
Pen n s ylva n ia St ate
University in University
Park, Pa., and a bachelor
of science in mathematics
f r o m To w s o n S t a t e
Universit y in Towson,
Md.
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Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Amidst ﬁnancial concerns,
consumers spend less money
U.S. citizens restrict
economic habits, scared
by stock market woes
Jeannine Aversa
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Scared
and out of money, Americans
stopped buying everything
from cars to corn flakes in
the July-September quarter,
ratcheting back spending
by the largest amount in 28
years and jolting the national
economy into what could be
the most painful recession in

decades.
W it h r e t a i le r s b r a c i n g
for a grim holiday buying
season, the economy isn’t
just slowing — it’s actually
shrinking, the government
con f i r med ye sterday. It
reported that the nation’s
g ro s s dome st ic produc t
declined at an annual rate
of 0.3 percent in the year’s
third quarter and consumers’
disposable income took its
biggest drop on record.
In simpler words, “The train
went off the tracks,” said
Brian Bethune, economist at
ECONOMY ● 7A
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Exxon Mobil Corp. announces largest ever U.S. quarterly profits
Despite failing economy,
energy company posts
record-breaking gains
John Porretto
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Exxon Mobil Corp., the world’s
largest publicly traded oil company, reported
income yesterday that shattered its own record
for the biggest profit from operations by a U.S.
corporation, earning $14.83 billion in the third
quarter.
Yet numbers contained within the company’s
most recent financial report revealed production
numbers that continue to sag, and shares slipped
3 percent in midday trading.
The Ir v ing, Texas-based company has
reported unprecedented back-to-back quarters,
the end of the most recent coinciding with a
rapid plunge in crude prices. Benchmark oil
prices fell another $2.91 to $64.59 Thursday on
the New York Mercantile Exchange, about 56
percent off record highs in July.
Exxon said net income jumped nearly 58
percent to $2.86 a share in the July-September
period. That compares with $9.41 billion, or
$1.70 a share, a year ago.
The previous record for U.S. corporate profit
was set in the last quarter, when Exxon Mobil
earned $11.68 billion.
Revenue rose 35 percent to $137.7 billion.
On average, analysts expected the company
to earn $2.39 per share in the latest quarter on
revenue of $131.4 billion.
Exxon Mobil’s results got a boost of $1.62
billion in the most-recent quarter from the
sale of a natural gas transportation business in
Germany. It also took a special, after-tax charge
of $170 million for a punitive damages award
related to the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill.
Excluding those items, third-quarter earnings
amounted to $13.38 billion — nearly 15 percent

above its previous profit record from the second
quarter.
As expected, Exxon Mobil reaped massive
earnings from its exploration and production, or
upstream, arm, where net income rose 48 percent
to $9.35 billion. Higher oil and natural gas prices
propelled results, even though production was
down from the third quarter a year ago.
Oil producers are coming off a quarter during
which crude prices reached an all-time high of
$147.27 — and their profits have reflected it.
Royal Dutch Shell PLC, Europe’s largest oil
company, said yesterday its third-quarter net
profit jumped 22 percent from a year ago, also
despite falling production.
Crude prices have tumbled from summer
highs, and the global economic malaise has
raised questions about energy demand at least
into 2009.
Some companies, especially smaller producers,
are scaling back spending on new exploration and
production projects because of the uncertainty,
though analysts say that its less likely to happen
at the well-heeled giants like Exxon Mobil.
“Our integrated business portfolio, strong
operational performance and financial discipline
continued to allow us to capture the benefits
of the commodity price environment,” Exxon
Mobil investor relations chief David Rosenthal
said on a call with analysts. “Despite recent
volatility in the financial, commodity and credit
markets, the fundamentals of Exxon Mobil’s
business remain strong.”
A not-so-bright note was Exxon’s output,
which once again was below year-ago levels.
The company, which produces 3 percent of the
world’s oil, said production on an oil-equivalent
basis was down 8 percent from a year ago — a
concern given it generates more than two-thirds
of its earnings from oil and gas production.
Exxon cited disruptions caused by hurricanes
Gustav and Ike, production-sharing contracts
and increased maintenance activity. It said
damage repairs and lower volumes from the
storms is expected to reduce fourth-quarter
earnings by about $500 million.

Don Ryan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Consumers continue to purchase large amounts of gas, as seen when Exxon Mobil Corp.
set quarterly profit record for U.S. corporations at $14.83 billion, announced yesterday.
Earnings at Exxon Mobil’s refining and
marketing unit were $3.01 billion, up 50 percent
from a year ago. Exxon saw margins improve on
refined products, largely because of the drop in
crude as the quarter progressed.
The company said it expects to spend about
$25 billion on capital projects this year — the
lower end of previous guidance of $25 billion to
$30 billion.
Exxon Mobil said it bought 109 million shares
of its common stock in the quarter at a cost of
$8.7 billion. Roughly $8 billion of that amount
was dedicated to reducing the number of shares
outstanding; the balance was used to offset
shares issued as part of the company’s benefit
plans.

VISIT US ONLINE

@

Setting U.S. profit records has become
commonplace for the oil giant.
In fact, if one-time gains like bankruptcy
settlements and spinoffs are stripped away from
other companies, Exxon Mobil owns the record
for the top 10 most-profitable quarters for a U.S.
company, as well as the largest annual profit.
United Airlines’ UAL Corp. reported fi rstquarter profit of $22.9 billion in 2006, but that
ref lected a bankruptcy settlement, not true
profit. The airline would have posted a $306
million loss if those gains were stripped out.
Company shares fell $2.28 to $72.37 in
midday trading. Their 52-week range is $56.51
to $96.12.
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Non-citizen immigrants assist
polling despite voting ineligibilty
Those unable to cast
ballots ﬁnd ways
to help with election
Juliana Barbassa
The Associated Press

From Florida to California,
t hey ’re work ing hard on
the upcoming election —
knocking on doors in ethnic
neighborhoods, manning
t he phones in my riad
languages and distributing
political f lyers. But come
Tuesday, they won’t vote.
T he y c a n’t : t he y ’re not
citizens.
The excitement t hat has
made A merican voter
registration numbers soar
ha s t r ick led deep i nto
t he cou nt r y’s im m ig rant
population. But almost twothirds of the 37.5 million
foreign-born people in the
United States have not taken
the oath of allegiance, and
are shut out from casting a
ballot.
Non-cit izen immigrants,
legal or not, are put t ing
their time and their effort
where their vote would be.
“There are a lot of people
w h o w a nt t o b e v o t e r s
one day, but it can take a
lot of t ime,” said K ishan
Putta, national director of
Indians for McCain. “They
do want to get involved.
They’re calling, wanting to
participate.”
There have been no
e f f or t s t o mo n it or how
many volunteers in union
halls, ethnic organizations
and campaign off ices are
not cit izens. But leaders
of immigrat ion advocac y
orga n izat ions say t h is
population is stepping up.
“T here a re m i l l ions out
t here who h ave not yet
become citizens, who need
somewhere to plug in, to
become part of the process

t hat get s t hose who ca n
out to vote,” said Ef rain
Escobedo, director of voter
engagement for the National
A ssociat ion of Lat i no
E le c t e d a nd A p p o i nt e d
Officials Educational Fund,
which has used non-citizens
to turn out new voters in
s t at e s w he r e H i s p a n ic s
could have a big say in the
presidential contest.
There are approx imately
12.1 m illion legal
permanent residents and
11.8 illegal immigrants in
the country. The concerns
t hat are driv ing some of
them to do election work
are largely the same ones
energizing A mericans —
the sagging economy, fear
of unemployment, worries
about health care and the
quality of schools.
“These are things that keep
you up at night,” said Hernan
Cortez, 30, a Salvadoran
who has been knocking on
doors to get out the vote in
Aurora, Colo.
Cortez has t wo children,
a wife who works nights at
a hospital, and mortgage
pay ments t hat ballooned
f rom $10 0 0 a mont h to
$1,30 0 in Ja nuar y. He is
not a citizen — the nearly
$1,400 in fees that he would
have to pay for himself and
his wife put naturalization
beyond his means.
“I wish I could go out to
vote,” he said. “Instead I talk
to people about how t his
election is going to affect
our community.”
Since much of their energy
is focused on other recent
i m m i g r a nt s — a f a s tg row ing popu lat ion t hat
h a s a d d e d hu n d r e d s o f
thousands of new voters in
swing states — non-citizens
are in a position to make a
difference, experts say.
When McCain supporter Ai
Thien Le, 57, takes her seat
at a Virginia phonebank to

encourage other Vietnamese
immigrants to cast a ballot,
she k nows ever y call can
help tip the numbers in this
battleground state. “It’s the
on ly way ou r voices ca n
be hea rd a nd ou r issue s
addressed,” said Le, who has
been living in the United
States since 20 04 — not
long enough to qualify for
citizenship.
Fo r e i g n n a t i o n a l s w h o
a re not lega l per ma nent
residents are forbidden from
making contributions, but
there are no laws against
non-citizens volunteering
in political campaigns, said
Robert Stern, president of
the Center for Governmental
Studies in Los Angeles. And
the campaigns welcome the
help.
“We don’t ask if volunteers
a r e c i t i z e n s o r n o t ,”
s a i d H e s s y Fe r n a n d e z ,
a s p ok e s wo m a n f or t he
McCain campaign. “Our
door is open to ever yone
who wants to be part of the
work.”
The non-citizens’ desires
to inf luence the outcome
of the election draws little
opposition from advocates
of immigration control, as
long as they do not vote.
“It is teaching them about
democracy without giving
them rights that should be
exclusive to citizens,” said
Mark Krikorian, executive
director of the Center for
Immigration Studies, which
favors tighter immigration
control.
But some say that
im m ig ra nt s who entered
the country illegally should
be kept out of the political
process. “They start out
with a lack of legitimacy,”
sa id St a n ley Renshon, a
fellow at the center and a
political scientist at the City
Universit y of New York’s
NON-CITIZENS ● 7A
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Halloween
poor reason
to bare all
with costume

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor
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Holiday isn’t excuse to
dress inappropriately,
be falling out of outfit
While f lipping through
my junk mail the other day,
I came across something
f rom a loca l Ha l loween
shop advert ising various
costumes and accessories. I
casually flipped
through it and
nothing really
caught my eye
until I reached
the back page.
It w a s f i l le d
MARCY
w it h “sex y ”
BOZEK
cost umes
Third-year
for women.
business
I d id n’t even
student
k now t hat a
page’s worth of
s e x y c o s t u me s e x i s t e d .
I was well aware of some
of the clichés — the sexy
nurse, cop, French maid,
Playboy-esque bunny, etc.
— but I had never even
t hought about a referee,
aviator or racecar driver.
A nd certainly not a sex y
bumblebee, Girl Scout or
Hogwarts witch.
I ca n u nderst a nd why
someone would want to wear
a sexy costume. After all,
the best part of Halloween
is dressing up and getting
to be something you’re not,
such as a vampire, zombie,
ghost or other ghoul. Of
course, you don’t have to
be somet hing scar y. You
can be a pretty princess, a
f unny clown or a lovable
d o g. Yo u c a n e v e n d o
somet hing creat ive, like
wrapping yourself in tin foil
to be left-overs. One of my
personal favorites was when
two of my friends went as
Chuck Noland (Tom Hanks
in Castaway) and Wilson
— the volleyball. Yes, she
went as a volleyball. It was
amazing.
No w, I ’m n o t s a y i n g
t hat wearing a sex y
cost ume makes someone
a bad person. Just because
someone looks like a slut
doesn’t mean she is. I have a
lot of good friends who will
be donning sexy costumes,
a n d I d o n’t t h i n k t h at
they’re bad people or sluts.
A nd I’ll admit it, some
“sexy” costumes aren’t even
all that revealing. There’s
just a little leg here, a little
midriff there, maybe some
chest. It’s not a ny t h i ng
that you wouldn’t see on
an average warm day while
walking around campus.
But when a g irl wears
something her breasts are
popping out of while her
butt is barely covered —
probably causi ng her to
pull a Britney Spears when
getting in or out of a car
— she looks trashy. I don’t
care if it’s a regular day, her
birthday or Halloween.
Some will read this and
say that I don’t fully embrace
the idea of Halloween, that
I just don’t get it. On the
contrary, I totally get it. It’s
fun to dress up, and it’s fun
to be sexy. But just because
you’re having fun doesn’t
mean you don’t look bad.
And, of course, there will
be guys who will read this
and completely disagree
with me. But why are they
disagreeing?
A r e t he y d i s a g r e e i n g
b e c au se t he y genu i nely
don’t t hink girls in sex y
cost umes look slut t y, or
because t hey ’re look i ng
for ward to enjoy ing t he
view on Halloween night?
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Keep safety in mind
End of election means rest for all for party situations
BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE

Nov. 5 brings unique
reconciliation period
in American politics
On Nov. 4, Americans
will go to the polls to make
their selection for president.
It will be a historic day, a
day that will shape the fate
of the nation. But for a lot of
Americans, it will probably
be more
impor ta nt
for anot her
reason: It’ll
b e t he d a y
campaigning
ends.
And not a
RICHARD
moment too
WOOD
Third-year
soon.
history
Modern
student
elections are
m a r at hon s ,
unofficially starting years
ahead of polling day. The
winning candidate has to
survive a gauntlet to make
it to the finish, and there’s
rarely any consolation prize
for the loser. But it’s not just
candidates that elections
are tough on — it’s also
t he elec torate. We a re
bombarded with television
and radio advertisements,
with campaign signs and
election news. Even bastions
of escapism like sports
are affected, as candidates

make appearances at every
sporting event they can.
We can’t get rest.
So it’s no wonder a lot
of us are ready for it to be
all over. Now I know what
some of you are thinking:
A r e n’t y ou f or g e t t i n g
t h at ele c t ion s a re t he
most important part of
democratic governance?
That getting huge swaths
of the population interested
in politics is a good thing?
Both of these points are
good ones. But for those
who see t he end of t he
campaign season as the
end of the average person’s
political involvement, who
wish the excitement of the
campaigns could continue
i nd e f i n it e l y, t he y a r e
forgetting a critical part of
democracy: reconciliation.
All politicians like to make
fine speeches about unity,
solidarity and “bringing
everyone together.” The
fact that George W. Bush
promised to be a “uniter,
not a divider” before his first
term should give an idea of
the rift between the ideal
and the reality. But the end
of every election actually
brings about a remarkable
show of national unity. The
partisanship, the debating,
the fighting and the pure
passion that reach their

climax just before election
day come to a sudden end,
a nd people go back to
their daily lives. In many
countries, the end of an
election is the beginning of
riots or an attempted coup
by the losing party. But in
A merica, the end of the
election usually produces
relative calm.
It may seem strange, but
the ability of Americans
to follow long periods of
political engagement with
long periods of inactivity,
to go from wearing their
party affiliation on their
sleeve to keeping it entirely
to themselves, is a great
feature of our democracy.
Ca nd idates d rea m of
uniting the whole country
in supporting them, but
how hard is it to unite when
everyone agrees? The fact
that more than 40 percent
of the country routinely
agrees to be governed by
their opponents is a far
greater thing. And it’s as
healthy to want elections
to be over as it is to get
w rapped up i n t hem.
Because it’s the ability to
forget the arguments of the
campaign, and to accept the
election result no matter
what it is, that lets our
government work.

Elder abuse deserves punishment
Troubled teen should
get greater sentence
for disturbing actions

The cit y of Lake
Worth, located in South
F lor ida about a n hou r
north of Miami, is most
commonly known for its
once-famous fishing pier
and independent vendors
peddling
unique items
to locals
and tourists
alike.
Following
this past
Tu e s d a y ,
MICHAEL
WUNDER LICH t h o u g h , a
shadow of
Second-year
violence and
print
journalism
blind anger
student
now blankets
the town
where, according to the
cit y motto, “the tropics
begin.”
Eighteen-year-old
Michael Alfi nez, a resident
o f L a k e Wo r t h , w a s
sentenced to 18 months
i n a yout hf u l of fender
facility and three years of
probation after pleading
g u i lt y to cha rges of
abusing an elderly person,
among other crimes.
In a horrific display of
v iolence t hat’s seepi ng
into the youthful culture
at a rising rate, A lf inez
c o a xe d h i s 85-ye a r -

old g r a nd mot he r i nt o
posing for a video titled
“ G a n g s t a s & T hu g s ,”
mak ing statements like
“This is for all the pigs”
while brandishing a semiautomatic pistol.
A lf i nez went on to
describe his grandmother
as sen ile w it h memor y
problems.
The behavior of Alfi nez
is disturbing, as the fact
that a teenager still old
e no u g h t o b e i n h i g h
school manipulating an old
woman said to be “senile”
shows behavior that should
be universally condemned.
I doubt t h is boy —
a nd I del ib er ately u se
the word “boy” because
he obviously has no clue
what the conduct of a man
entails — was ever taught
to embrace gun violence
and disrespect his elders
by his parents.
This t ype of behavior
can only come from one’s
surroundings, whether it be
through peers, misguided
advice from outsiders or
popular media that glorify
“thug” culture.
A lf i nez cont i nued to
adm it to discharg ing a
.22-caliber pistol from a
car window six times, as
well as taping himself and
a few friends smashing cars
and Christmas decorations,
lauding their destruction.
I bel ieve t here is no

excuse for such behavior.
Boys like Alfinez should be
given an instant sentence
of at least f ive years in
prison.
T he r e’s no r o o m i n
societ y for t his t y pe of
at t it ude t h at glor i f ie s
v iolence a nd advocates
criminal activity toward
per sona l proper t y a nd
fellow man.
There is absolutely
no value to be found in
t he conduc t of p eople
like Alfinez. There is no
respect, no trust or loyalty
to be fou nd amongst
Alfi nez’s kind, those who
v iew g u n v iolence as
the first and only means
of solv ing problems,
whose heroes most often
are deceased rappers by
way of g u n v iolence or
movie villains such as the
notorious “Scarface.”
If we are to make
it s a fe i n A mer ic a for
citizens to walk their own
neighborhood sidewalks
without worr ying about
being gunned down by the
thug next door, children
like A lf i nez must be
immediately swept off the
street not just for months
at a time, but for years, so
they’ll be given the chance
to k ick off their mental
training wheels in the state
penitentiar y and maybe
realize the evils of their
actions.

After 30 days of buildup in department stores
and after a week of costume parties, the pinnacle
of October is upon us.
That’s right, it’s Halloween.
To k ids, it means a night to dress up like
superheroes, monsters and princesses and go
trick-or-treating around the neighborhood. For
homeowners, All Hallows Eve is a night when the
doorbell rings incessantly.
For m a ny c ol leg e
Halloween is students,
Oct. 31 is the
about having fun, high point of more than a
of college partying.
but your personal week
Nearly every night this
saftey is of utmost week, t here has been a
party, and Halloween
importance. big
night will be no different.
But af ter a week of t rick s and t reat s, just
remember to stay safe.
Halloween is about having fun, but your personal
safety is of utmost importance.
While you are making your way to that epic
costume party, remember to keep full attention
on the road. There are bound to be kids trick-ortreating.
If you plan on drinking once you get there, plan
on either getting a designated driver or packing
some pajamas so you can spend the night. Make
sure you watch out for your friends as well.
So whether you are throwing on that Whitney
Houston costume for the fifth time or scrambling
for a last minute idea, make sure that you keep
party safety in mind.
Happy Halloween.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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S.C. license plates raise questions
about church, state relationship
Christian-themed
tags cause lawsuit,
opposing views
Page Ivey
The Associated Press

RICHARD DREW / The Associated Press

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange yesterday.
ECONOMY ● Continued from 3A
IHS global Insight.
Wall Street took comfort
in t he fact t hat it wasn’t
even worse. The Dow Jones
industrials rose 190 points.
But economists say tougher
t imes are st ill ahead.
Believ ing consumers are
cutting back even more right
now, they predict a much
larger econom ic decl i ne
— anywhere from a 1 to 2
percent rate — during the
current October-December
period. That would meet
a classic def i n it ion of a
recession — t wo straight
quarters of shrinking GDP.
Not that there’s any real
doubt now.
Clobbered by pink slips,
sh rin k ing nest eggs a nd
falling home values,
consumers are holding ever
tighter to their wallets. The
new report said Americans’
disposable income fell at an
annual rate of 8.7 percent
in the quarter, the largest in
records dating back to 1947.
The dismal news came just
days before the nation picks
the next president. Whether
Democrat Barack Obama or
Republican John McCain
wins the White House, he
will inherit a deeply troubled
economy and a record-high
budget def icit that could
cramp his spending plans.
E ac h s ide s a id t he ne w
figures supported its political
case.
“The decline in GDP didn’t
happen by accident — it is
a direct result of the Bush
ad m i n ist r at ion’s t r ick le
dow n, Wall St reet f irst,
Main Street last policies that
John McCain has embraced
for t he last eight years,”
Obama said. He pledged to
provide tax relief to middle
class families and help people
facing foreclosure.
Pointing to the economy’s
sad state, Doug Holtz-Eakin,
senior policy adviser for the
McCain campaign, shot back
that “Barack Obama would
accelerate this dangerous
course.” McCain said his
tax cuts, free-trade policies
a nd he lp t o s t r u g g l i n g
homeow ners wou ld help
turn things around.
More t ha n in recent
recessions, consumers — the
lifeblood of the economy
— are bearing the brunt
of the countr y’s housing,
banking and other ailments.
The third-quarter decline

The Daily
Gamecock...

in their spending was the
first in 17 years, and the 3.1
percent annualized cutback
was staggering — the most
since t he spring of 1980
when the country was in the
grip of what some call the
worst downturn since the
Great Depression.
Walloped by such a huge
p u l lb a c k , t he e c o no m y
toppled i nto negat ive
territory.
The latest reading on GDP,
which measures the value of
all goods produced within
the United States, showed
a rapid turn from the 2.8
percent growth rate logged
in the second quarter. The
new figure was the worst
since the 1.4 percent rate of
decline in the third quarter
of 2001, when the nation was
suffering through its most
recent recession.
Democrats on Capitol Hill
are push i ng for a not her
economic stimulus package
and are weighing whether
to hold a lame duck session
before the new president
takes office.
Under attack from
Democrats and Republicans
a l i ke, t he W h ite Hou se
defended g iv ing billions
of bailout dollars to banks
t hat now a re rewa rd i ng
shareholders and executives
— or even buy ing ot her
banks — rather than making
loa ns to consu mers a nd
businesses.
E d Laz ea r, t he Cou nc i l
of Econom ic Adv isers
chairman, said the
g o v e r n me nt i s k e e p i n g
close tabs on banks’ use of
the money, but he also said
normal activities such as
paying performance-related
s a l a r ie s or d i st r ibut i ng
dividends are allowed under
the law Congress passed.
White House press secretary
Dana Perino said that “not
only rich people get dividend
payments,” which can form a
significant portion of income
for ret i ree s a nd mut u a l
funds.
A collapse of the housing
market a nd locked-up
lending have produced the
worst financial crisis to hit
the country in more than 70
years.
To c u sh ion t he f a l lout ,
t he Fed slashed i nterest
rates Wednesday by half
a percent age poi nt to 1
percent, a level seen only
once before in the last half
century.

Fed C ha i r m a n Ben
Bernanke has warned that
t he cou nt r y ’s econom ic
wea k ne s s cou ld la st for
some time — even if the
government’s unprecedented
$700 billion financial bailout
package and other steps do
succeed in getting fi nancial
and credit markets to operate
more normally.
“As of now, most forecasts
indicate t hat we w ill
experience a serious recession,
p e r h a p s c o m p a r a b le t o
the recession of the early
1980s, but nothing like the
Great Depression,” sa id
Si mon Joh n son , for mer
c h ie f e c o no m i s t t o t he
I nter nat iona l Monet a r y
Fund and senior fellow at
the Peterson Institute for
International Economics.
D u r i n g t h e 19 8 0 -19 8 2
recession, unemployment
topped 10 percent.
Other analysts, including
Mark Zandi, chief economist
at Moody’s Economy.com,
predicts the downturn will
be much more severe than
t he 20 01 a nd 1990 -1991
recessions but not as bad —
in terms of unemployment
or lost g row t h — as t he
1980s one.
The unemploy ment rate,
now at 6.1 percent, could
hit 8 percent or higher next
year.
The Labor Department said
yesterday that new claims
for unemployment benefits
last week held steady at
479,000, an elevated figure
that continued to point to
troubles in the jobs market.
I n t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r,
c o n s u mer s c ut b ac k o n
purchases of cars, furniture,
household appliances, clothes
and almost everything else.
Businesses cut back, too,
t r im m i ng spend i ng on
equipment and software at
a 5.5 percent pace, the most
since the f irst quarter of
2002. A nd home builders
slashed spending at a 19.1
percent pace, marking the
11t h s t r a ig ht q u a r t e rl y
cutback.
Slower g row t h for U. S.
exports — ref lecting less
demand from overseas buyers
who are coping with their
own economic problems —
also factored into the weak
GDP report. Exports grew
at a 5.9 percent pace in the
third quarter, less than half
the second quarter’s 12.3
percent rate.

Visit our Web site at

Sout h Carolina started
tak ing online orders
yesterday for Ch r ist ia nthemed license plates that
are the subject of a lawsuit
by a group that tries to keep
religion out of government.
The new plates depict a
stained-glass window with
a cross on the left hand side
and the words “I Believe”
across the top. The Motor
Vehicles Department said
in a news release that it will
begin making the plates after
it gets at least 400 prepaid
applications.
Ty pically a sponsoring
orga n izat ion ca n put up
$4,000 to start production
of specialty plates, but that
doesn’t apply in this case
bec au se t he Leg islat u re
proposed the tags, said Jean
Smolen, spokesperson for
the department.
If the department does not
get enough orders, the plates
will not be made and those

who did send in money will
get refunds.
Lt . G ov. A nd ré Bauer
pledged this summer to pay
the deposit up front and get
reimbursed after the tags
began selling. Bauer helped
push the measure through
the General Assembly and
said it gives people a way to
express their beliefs.
But the agency said such
sponsorship is not possible,
and Bauer said yesterday
he thinks there is enough
interest among residents
to meet t he 4 0 0 -order
threshold.
“ I p l a n t o b u y o n e ,”
Bauer sa id , add i ng t h at
he will put it on the 1957
GMC van he inherited from
his grandfather, whom he
described as very religious.
“A lot of p eople c a n’t
understand what the hype is
about,” Bauer said. “Nobody
is mandated to have this tag
... It’s an option.”
Wa s h i n g t o n - b a s e d
A mer ic a n s Un ited for
Separation of Church and
State sued state of f icials
on behalf of two Christian
pastors, a humanist pastor
and a rabbi in South Carolina,
a long w it h t he H i ndu
American Foundation.

NON-CITIZENS ● Continued from 5A
Graduate Center.
Non-citizen volunteers make powerful
advocates because they identify with the
voters on their rosters.
Candida Garcia, a Nicaraguan immigrant
and legal permanent resident who cleans
hallways at the University of Miami, has
been putting her rapid-fire Spanish to
work for Sen. Barack Obama, knocking
on doors to get out the Latino vote in
Miami.
Her husband’s hours at a kitchen cabinet
f ac t or y h ave b e e n s l a s he d , a nd her

T he g roup’s exec ut ive
director, Barry Lynn, said
until the state began taking
orders, some could argue
h i s g r oup’s l aw s u it w a s
premature.
“Now the court can find
a state-produced Christian
license plate to violate the
Constitution,” Lynn said.
People who want to order
the special tag can pay $5
in an online transaction to
cover t he addit ional cost
of making the “I Believe”
plates. The usual annual
vehicle registration fee of
$24 would also apply.
Lynn said his group would
not have protested if t he
plates had been requested
by a private organization
willing to sponsor it like the
state’s other specialty tags.
A similar proposal
i n F lor ida f a i led before
South Carolina passed its
measure this summer. Lynn
said other states might be
watching the outcome of the
South Carolina case before
deciding whether to try for
their own religious-themed
license plates.
“There has not been a
wave of initiatives to put
more Christian plates out
there,” Lynn said.

13-year-old daughter, born in the U.S., has
no health insurance. “We need a radical
change in this country,” she said.
Many hope their work will counteract the
lack of participation that has undercut
their community’s electoral clout.
A na Herrera goes door to door in the
farmworker community of Avenal, Calif.,
where she is applying for residency. “People
say, ‘Why?’ They say, ‘What difference
will it make?’ They say, ‘I have no time,’”
said Herrera, walking past whole blocks
where there are no registered voters.
“I tell them, if we don’t help make the
decisions, we’re going to always be living
with decisions made by others,” she said.
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“I’ ll bet living in a nudist colony takes all the fun out of Halloween.”
— Author Unknown
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Easy, inexpensive outﬁts require little eﬀort, provide good solution
for procrastinators still in search of costume on Halloween night.

One easy and fun last minute getup only requires you
to
paint your face white: a mime. To complete the look,
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
wear black pants and a black and white striped shirt
(horizontal stripes unless you want to be confused
with a referee). This outfit gives you the opportunity to make creepy and
strange movements all night and gives you an excuse not to respond to unwanted
conversation.
If you are looking for a costume to show off your Gamecock pride, grab two
friends and be “Carolina born, Carolina bred and Carolina dead.” All three of you
should be in your most Cocky-ed out game day attire. For “Carolina born,” wear a USC
bib (you may want to cut one out of construction paper and decorate it
with markers), carry around your drink in a bottle and
even wear a diaper over your pants if
you
wish. “Carolina bred” simply tapes a
couple of slices of bread to his or her
USC shirt. “Carolina dead” thinks
up a way to die and uses fake blood to
achieve that realistic quality.
Party City, along with most costume
shops, sells solid-color bodysuits. Buy a
nude one of these, wear it under the coat
you will surely need in this weather, and
you are a nudist. This costume is perfect
for
shocking people, as every time you briefly
open
up your coat, somebody is bound to catch it
just out
of the corner of the eye and assume you actually are naked.
Want to show off your moves on the dance floor this
Halloween? Wear all black, and paint your face black as
well. Tape a neon-colored piece of construction paper to
your back and wear your iPod. Start dancing and swinging
your hair around, and you are the iPod commercial.
Another easy costume is to be a tourist. Throw on a Hawaiian
shirt, some socks and sandals and your sunglasses. You can carry
around your camera and fanny-pack or map if you want to go all
out.
Why not go as everybody’s favorite puzzle, a Sudoku? This
costume is a bit more time-consuming than the rest, but very
easy to make. Simply cut two large cardboard squares (or just use
the sides of a box), punch holes in them for string to tie so that the
pieces hang off your shoulders across your front and back and then
draw the puzzle on them. When drawing the Sudoku, make sure
to use a ruler and color the nine larger boxes darker than the nine
smaller boxes within the large ones. Also, make sure to use a real
puzzle as your model so that if people decide to solve you they will be
able to finish.

Ashley Warren

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Unique holiday treats offer tasty alternative
Original recipes give
relief from ordinary
trick-or-treat candy

Marin Mueller

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tonight, thousands of
men, women and children
will learn firsthand that
when it comes to Halloween

CINNAMON ROASTED PUMPKIN SEEDS
Ingredients:
1 tablespoon egg white
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper (optional)
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
2 cups raw pumpkin seeds
Preheat oven to 350°F.
Beat the egg white with a whisk until soft and
foamy.
Add the rest of the ingredients and mix well.
Spread out on a lined cookie sheet, and bake for
13 to 15 minutes.
Let seeds cool before eating.
Note: To keep the seeds fresh, store them in an
airtight container
Let cool on pan 5 minutes or until coating is crisp.

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

c a n d y, it ’s c o m p l e t e l y
possible to have too much of
a good thing. As delicious as
the first adorably tiny piece
of chocolate may seem, the
marginal ret urn of each
piece quickly diminishes.

(Don’t believe me? Just ask
Milton Friedman.)
Thankfully, there are a
few treats that never get
old, ranging from succulent
classics to more unusual
fare. So, when you can’t

stand to see another bitesized Kit Kat, turn to some
of these classics to satisfy
your sweet tooth.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

SEVERED FINGERS

Flying Saucer Halloween
Happy Hour
4 p.m., free
Flying Saucer, 931 Senate St.

Five Points Pub
Hollywood Halloween

Ingredients:
10-ounce bag pretzel rods, broken in half
2 cups white or milk chocolate chips, melted
Red tube icing

Bloody
Halloween
Bashes In
Columbia
8 p.m., $5
Five Points Pub,
2020 Devine St.

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Dip the broken end of the pretzel in chocolate, covering about 2/3 of the
pretzel rod.
After the chocolate has dried, put a dab of red icing on the tip of the
pretzel to form a fingernail.
Note: Eat these the same day they’re made so they don’t get stale!

CARAMEL CINNAMON CORN
Ingredients:
8 cups air-popped popcorn
2 tablespoons honey
4 teaspoons margarine
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Preheat oven to 350°F.
Alan Tauber / MCT Campus
Spray cookie sheet or shallow pan with nonstick cooking spray.
Place popcorn in a large bowl.
Stir honey, margarine and cinnamon in small saucepan over low heat until
margarine is melted and mixture is smooth
Immediately pour over popcorn.
Make sure popcorn is evenly covered, and pour onto prepared pan.
Bake 12 to 14 minutes or until coating is golden brown.
Let cool on pan 5 minutes or until coating is crisp.

Halloween at Jillian’s
free
Jillian’s, 800 Gervais St.

Blue Martini
Sinners and Saints Party
free
The Blue Martini, 808 Lady St.

Art Bar Halloween
Extravaganza
9 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

Van Helsing’s House of
Vampires
free
Wild Wing Café, 729 Lady St.

Scream IV
9 p.m., free
Tabu, 700 Gervais St.

Pirates of the Carolinas with
DJ Perry-A
8 p.m., free
Liberty Taproom,
828 Gervais St.

Wet Willie’s Halloween Night
10 p.m., free
Wet Willie’s, 800 Gervais St.

The Whig Halloween Bash
9 p.m., free
The Whig, 1200 Main St.

The Daily Gamecock ● FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2008
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Local venue hosts weekly fright fest
NBT’s little-known Midnight Murderama
provides post-concert entertainment with
scary movies, fun social atmosphere
Shelby Sachs

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Do you like watching scary movies? Do you enjoy
hanging out with friends or meeting new ones? Are
you normally bored with nothing to do on Sunday
nights?
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, then
there is a solution for you: Midnight Murderama,
hosted by New Brookland Tavern.
Every Sunday, New Brookland Tavern hosts a
horror movie night at midnight free of charge. The
Sunday after Halloween is no exception.
For those people that are not worn out from all the
weekend’s Halloween festivities, come out a little
before midnight with all of your friends and enjoy a
movie.
This Sunday, “Night of the Living Dead” will be
playing, and with Halloween just a few days before,
it is sure to be something that you will not want to
miss.
Although a lot of “locals” come out every Sunday,
many people do not know about these movie nights
at all, so fresh faces are always welcomed and
encouraged to come.
Riley Lab, who goes to Midnight Murderama
often, enjoys watching the movies with friends.
“You watch cheesy horror B-movies and make fun
of them,” said Lab.
When first stepping into New Brookland Tavern
during their “Midnight Murderama” extravaganza,
you will notice the large projection screen, tons of
seating, a bar and pool table and numerous people
hanging out until the movie starts.
Once the movie comes on, however, several of the
people gather around and watch it while others head
to the bar to socialize and drink.
Lizzie Cuthbertson, a third-year studio art
photography student enjoys coming to the movie
every Sunday.
“I work at House Coffee [next door to New
Brookland Tavern] and I get off right before
the movie starts,” said Cuthbertson. “You don’t
necessarily have to watch the movie, but [they are]
totally gnarly.”
As if watching cheesy horror B-movies doesn’t
make you want to come out badly enough, then
going to a concert, listening to some awesome bands
and then going to watch a movie definitely should be

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Concertgoers can enjoy free horror movies after the show every Sunday at midnight at the New Brookland Tavern.
a good enough reason.
Sunday, punk/hardcore bands Bouncing Souls,
Strike Anywhere, The Casting Out and Gimme
Drugs will be performing. Doors open at 6 p.m., and
tickets are $16 the day of the show.
New Brookland Tavern employee Rob Saltzman
said he believes that everyone should come out and
experience Midnight Murderama at least once, and
that hopefully they will come back again.
“Not much is happening from 12 p.m. to 2 a.m.,
[and] there is a show until 10:30 or 11 p.m.,” said
Saltzman. “Sometimes we get the crowd from the
show [to stay for the movie], but a lot are locals and
regulars.”
If horror movies are not enticing enough, in two
or three weeks, according to Saltzman, there will be
a 3-D movie playing. Everyone who comes to the
movie will get a pair of 3-D glasses.

MIDNIGHT MURDERAMA:

SUNDAY, NOV. 2
“NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD”
FREE, 12 A.M.
NEW BROOLAND TAVERN
122 STATE ST.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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Has a Masters
in Geography.
VZ Navigator.SM Across town or around campus, navigate traffic with ease using VZ Navigator.
Get constant updates, audible turn-by-turn directions, detour options and even find the lowest
gas prices. All on your phone. And only from Verizon Wireless.

Official Wireless Provider
of the Gamecocks

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wire
Wireless
eless Network®
Call 1.800.2.JOIN.IN

Click verizonwireless.com

Visit any store

Subject to Customer Agmt & Calling Plan. VZ Navigator-capable phone, monthly subscription, & download charges req’d for use; accuracy & completeness of info is not guaranteed; info about location of device will be used to deliver service; coverage not available everywhere. © 2008 Verizon Wireless.
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

THE BET COLLECTOR
2 p.m.. $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY
ART BAR HALLOWEEN EXTRAVAGANZA
8 p.m., Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

TOMORROW

MOONLIGHT CEMETERY TOURS
8 p.m., $5
Elmwood Cemetery

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

GORE AND FOLKLORE HALLOWEEN TOURS
7 p.m. and 8 p.m., $5
SC Confederate Relic Room

DIAVOLO, BY THE SINS FELL ANGELS, ENABLE
KAIN, WELLS OF ELIM
9 p.m., $5 Over 21/ $7 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

THE MOVEMENT
8 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW
8 p.m., $12
West Columbia Riverwalk Amphitheater

ZOMBIE PARTY WITH THE GHOST OF FDR AND
SONS OF YOUNG
8 p.m., $3
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=

A ries You can f ind
a much better way to do
a difficult job. Be looking
outside the box and asking
wise people for input

Taurus After you
and your mate figure out
what you want, the shopping
part will be easy. If you’re
not in agreement yet, don’t
push.
Gemini

A n expert
can teach you an easier way
to achieve your intended
results. You don’t have to
reinvent the wheel. Use other
people’s experience and save
yourself time and anguish.
C a ncer You may
not get a massive task done,
but keep work ing in that
direction. It shouldn’t be
very difficult. It could be
kind of fun.

Leo Move the items on
your schedule around so you

can have more time for fun.
You’re especially lucky now.
Try out a few of your favorite
games. You’ll do better than
usual.

Virgo Entertaining
at home looks like your best
weekend option. You have
a few chores that have been
stack ing up. Maybe your
friends will help —stranger
t h i ngs have happened.
Wouldn’t hurt to ask.
L i br a S t u d y t h e
s it u at i o n a g a i n f r o m a
dif ferent angle. If you’re
working on a painting, turn
it upside down. You’ll be
amazed at what you discover.
Unleash your inner imp.
Scorpio

Money’s
pouring into your pockets. If
that’s not happening, shift a
few things around so it will.
For example, get a better job.
It’s easier now.

10/31/08

S agi t ta r i us

You’re more confident now,
funnier, more willing to play.
At the dinner table, you’ll
have them rolling off their
chairs with laughter

C a pr icor n
Hold off on travel, even the
little doing-errands kind.
Take care of cleaning up
old messes instead. This
weekend will be much better
for running around town
and country.

Aqua r ius
Definitely attend a social
gathering tonight. All the
surprises will be happy ones,
including the tricks you play
on others.

Pi s c e s

T h e r e’s a
crack in the glass ceiling
that’s been in between you
and your loftiest goals. Push
against it now and you’re
likely to break through.

ACROSS
1 Gifts to the needy
5 Forage crop
9 Major hit
14 Quantum event?
15 No. brains?
16 Home of the Rays
17 Vijay Singh's
homeland
18 Warmonger
19 Along a rotation
line
20 Aviation pioneer
23 PC inserts
25 Impressive!
26 Switch positions
27 Pot cover
28 Not orig.
31 Alt. spelling
33 Aware of
35 Dramatic exit

10/31/08

1 2 3 4

for 10/30/08

DOWN

Solutions from 10/30/08

direction

1 TV alien

40 Appellations

2 Floral loop

42 Outer: pref.

3 Head steward

43 Pitch woo

4 Richard's Agnew

44 Do uncredited work

5 Rifts

47 Choir voice

6 Fiery gem

48 Mai __ cocktail

7 Ketch's sister

49 O'Neal of

8 Out of kilter

basketball

9 George Lucas

51 N.Y.P.D. rank

blockbuster

52 Chapel Hill sch.

10 Full-length skirt

55 Sports division, est.

11 Pamplona pal

1969

12 Hall-of-fame

57 Frilled strip

pitcher Warren

Rome

54 Unobstructed

59 Bar mitzvah, e.g.

13 Terminates

37 Cause of a rush

56 Cozy

63 Castle that danced

21 Sch. in Lexington

38 Monopoly buy

58 Old Calif. training

64 1201

22 Interlaced

39 Govt. security

base

65 Out of round

23 Stick

41 "The Girl from

60 MIT word

68 Stop order, asea

24 Singer Shore

Ipanema" guy

61 Coll. Bruins

69 Custard dessert

29 Roman way

45 Hotspot service

62 Use an MRI

70 McEntire sitcom

30 Station lineup

46 Loop or stud

66 Justice Fortas

71 Frequency unit

32 Philbin's co-host

50 On the __ vive

67 Perry Mason's field

72 Yin's partner

34 Cardinal's home

52 Fictional Heep

73 Sketched

36 Early invader of

53 Boldness
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

•

Office hours: M-F

Apartments

Apartments

Roommates

4 - 2BR 1BA Apts. 303 King St. - All hd
wd flrs, appl. & 2/d. Front porch w/plenty
of pkg. $895. Call Ray @ 331-8833.

Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

One or Two roommates-Copper Beech,
$495./Mo. Cable and Internet included.
Call 603-327-7476.

Subleaser Needed for Olympia Mills Spring sem. furn apt BR set incld
$416.67 + $25 cable & elec. M/F.
Call Ian @ 864-609-7903 for info.

Rosewood Duplex w/laundry. Newly
renov. w/ CH&AC laundry free water &
lawn care. Pets ok. Call 240-1675

Additional options

Male Rmmte wanted Forest Acres &
Lake front 4BR House hdwd fl ceiling
fans w/d CH&A Freshly painted. Close to
USC. 429-5456

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Housing-Rent
SHANDON - 4BR 2BA hdwd flrs big
rooms 3/4 mile to USC fenced yard pets
ok $1345. 318-0729
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

For Sale
IN THE DOOR TICKETS Sports - Concerts - Theater
We buy & Sell tickets to: NFL MLB
NCAA football Masters NBA Nascar
BCS Bowl Games & many more... Contact us at www.inthedoortickets.com
MATTRESS/BED SETS - Still in plastic.
Full sets start @ 129. Students receive
an additional 15% off! Delivery and layaway available. Bedtime Mattress Outlet
2040 August Rd W. Cola,.
Just 4 miles from USC. 739-8212
www.BedtimeMattressOutlet.com

Help Wanted
YMCA OF COLUMBIA PT Staff Needed:
After school, lifeguards, aerobics, pilates
& water aerobics, CDL Drivers with
passenger endorsement.
Contact Saralyn @ 799-5159 x19 or
saralynhatchell@columbiaymca.org
PT REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT.
Experience the real world! Need PT
personal asst. to Columbia’s Biggest
Realtor. Learn Real Estate Development/Sales from the ground up
Once in a life time opportunity.
Joe Hawk 361-2461

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email:
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 7-4705

Help Wanted
TELEMARKETERS
NEEDED NOW!!

Help Wanted
Restaurants

PT Hours. Must have excellent
speaking voice!
Earn $200- $500/wk.

Free cell phone!
Call 269-1709
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Help Wanted
Child Care
Irmo Day Care -. PT position availabel
working with 1 y.o 2-6:00pm. Daycare
exp a plus. Call 781-5439.

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Tri-City Leisure Center is seeking fun,
enthusiastic and responsible After
School counselors to work M-F 2-6pm.
No nights/ No weekends. Call Will
939-9309 for more info. Hourly rates
start at $6.55.

NOW HIRING: ALL POSITIONS
Have a good GPA, hard working
and looking for fun
environment to work?
Looking for workers for our new location in Sand Hills (Northeast Cola)
Must be available for the holidays
Holidays & Winter Break
Apply on line at www.miyos.com

Help Wanted
Drivers
EASIEST JOB IN TOWN - Start Today!
Must have reliable care and text messaging plan. Call 256-TOGO to set up
an appointment.

Help Wanted
Runners
Runner for small downtown law firm to
work up to 30/hrs/wk. Email resume to
law@bernsteinandbernstein.com

Services

Help Wanted
Restaurants

PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

PT Grille Cook--please apply in
person @ 1620 Pendleton St. and
put attn to Stacey on the application. Evening hours M-Thurs
from 4pm-10pm (will be flexible)
and no weekends. Must be able
to pass drug and background
check. $7.50-8/hr.

Serious financial problems?
Confidential bankruptcy advice.
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com

ZA’S BRICK OVEN - Now hiring Hostesses, kitchen staff & Servers with daytime availability. Apply in person 3-5pm
2930 Devine St.

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the isalnd at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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With Stephen Garcia and Chris
Smelley, you never know whether
you’re getting tricks or treats
Drew Lattier

STAFF WRITER

It’s Halloween today, and millions of kids across
the nation will take to the streets near sunset in hopes
of overflowing a bright orange plastic pumpkin full
of candy. The phrase “Trick or treat” will resonate
throughout the neighborhood streets until the fi nal
door is knocked on in the chilly October night.
Tomorrow, t he pumpk in-colored Tennessee
Volunteers take the field at Williams-Brice Stadium
against the Gamecocks, and this year, Carolina has
its own version of Halloween to deal with in the
annual matchup.
Eight games into the season, USC coach Steve
Spurrier is still f lirting with quarterbacks Chris
Smelley and t he fan favorite Stephen Garcia .
Although Spurrier has been criticized on multiple
occasions for being fickle in deciding a starting
quarterback, the two candidates for the job have both
made convincing arguments to earn the starting
position throughout the season. By the same token,
both Smelley and Garcia have shown obvious areas
of weakness that need to be improved. With the two
athletes under center, it has been somewhat of a trickor-treat this season, with either a stellar performance
or a so-so outing on a given Saturday.
St a r t i n g of f : Ta k i n g a lo ok at Smel le y ’s
performances, the redshirt sophomore looked
promising going 5-for-5 in the season opener,
throwing for 92 yards and two touchdowns in just

barely over a quarter of play in relief for then-starting
quarterback Tommy Beecher.
Receiving the starting slot against Vanderbilt the
following week, Smelley played decent but by no
means impressive with two interceptions and 23 of
39 passes completed. The quarterback continued to
turn in a wide array of performances throughout the
early part of the season. For example, Smelley went
just 3-for-9 accumulating 44 yards in the UAB game
the week before putting on his career day of three
touchdowns and 300-plus yards against Ole Miss.
What accounts for the volatile swings in level of
play and performance?
“In the games I’ve played well, we were able to
get some guys open, and I was being smart with the
football and protecting the ball,” Smelley said. “I
think that is the main thing, not being careless.”
The week after the Gamecocks earned their fi rst
SEC victory in 365 days at Ole Miss, the sophomore
again fell on hard times the following week against
Kentucky. Smelley was unable to ride the momentum
from his play the previous week, posting meager
numbers before being relieved by Garcia midway
through the second half.
“With those games that I haven’t done so well it’s
kind of the opposite. I think I’m trying to do too
much and not protect the ball as much as I should,”
Smelley said. “Sometimes I get a little too aggressive
and try and do things when maybe I should just back
off and wait another play.”
Moving on to Garcia, the young quarterback is still
wet behind the ears, but without a doubt he possesses
great potential. The redshirt freshman earned his
fi rst major playing time of his USC career against
UAB, a much-awaited sight for Gamecock fans.
Although Garcia put up respectable numbers against
UAB, his first glimmer of greatness came in the third

quarter against Kentucky. Called in to take Smelley’s
position, the freshman threw nearly 200 yards and
a touchdown to lead Carolina to an important SEC
win.
Garcia again played well against the top-ranked
LSU Tigers the next week but was obviously limited
in some game sit uat ions due to inexperience.
Although Garcia has been around Carolina football
for a while, the freshman only has one start to his
name and not much more game time experience.
“It’s all learning for [Garcia], and it was a lot to ask
from him to start that game,” Spurrier said. “It wasn’t
a good idea to let him carry that load.”
Specifically, Garcia struggles to make quick
decisions in the pocket under pressure. The Tigers
sent plenty of blitzes across the line that blazed
through the USC offensive line in pursuit of the
rookie quarterback. Garcia suffered six sacks in the
game, some of which could have been avoided by
throwing the ball away.
“I didn’t call time outs and I got hit way too many
times,” Garcia said following the game. “That is
pretty much my fault.”
Smelley was in Garcia’s shoes not too long
ago and easily relates to his younger teammate’s
inexperience.
“Obviously there is a learning curve, and it comes
with being a quarterback in the SEC, the biggest,
fastest conference there is,” Smelley said. “Everything
happens real quick back there in the pocket, and you
just have to learn how to deal with it.”
After taking a deeper look at each of the two
athletes’ performances thus far in the season, it’s
evident why Spurrier struggles to name a permanent
star ter. It seems t hat G arcia’s weak nesses of
TRICK OR TREAT ● 5B
All photos courtesy of Gregg Martin
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Four teams put championship hopes on line
Georgia vs. Florida, Texas vs. Texas Tech, surprising Florida State vs. Georgia Tech games to watch this weekend of college football
Austin Smallwood

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

All photos special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

No. 8 Florida vs. No. 6 Georgia

No. 15 Florida State at Georgia Tech

in Jacksonville, Fla. 3:30 p.m. CBS

No. 1 Texas at No. 7 Texas Tech
8 p.m. ABC

This matchup of SEC foes is essentially the SEC East title
game. Both of these teams have distanced themselves from the
remainder of the division through high-scoring offenses and
opportunistic defenses. This always-passionate rivalry will
have even more fire this year after Georgia’s mass celebration
for a Knowshon Moreno touchdown last year. Florida coach
Urban Meyer did not think the charade was in good taste and
has all but promised revenge. Both teams are currently ranked
in the top 10 after scoring more than 50 points against SEC
opponents last week. Florida was able to score on special teams,
defense and offense as they beat Kentucky 63-5. Georgia, on
the other hand, went down to Louisiana and scored 52 points
on the Tigers in Death Valley. With so much speed on both
teams, this game should resemble a track meet more than a
football game. However, in the end Florida has more speed and
is sound in all three phases in the game. Those reasons plus the
added anger at Georgia for last year’s disrespect will result in a
Gator win in Jacksonville.
Score: Florida 38 Georgia 27

There should be no shortage of points in this clash of
national championship hopefuls. Both teams have offenses
ranked in the top five in the country in points a game. These
high-octane offenses are led by two of the best quarterbacks
in the country. Colt McCoy is widely believed to be the
frontrunner for the Heisman Trophy this season as he has led
his team to an undefeated record while completing over 80
percent of his pass attempts. However, Graham Harrell is not
far behind Colt McCoy, and a strong performance and a Texas
Tech win could put Harrell in the driver’s seat. The key to this
game will be the ability of these defenses to create pressure on
the quarterback in order to disrupt the passing game. If you
give ether one of these quarterbacks time, they will pick you
apart. Texas already has two wins over top 10 teams and is
looking to add a third on Saturday. Texas Tech on the other
hand has only played one ranked team this season, Kansas.
The experience of Texas and McCoy’s ability to make plays
will ultimately allow Texas to win this Texas-sized shootout.
Score: Texas 52 Texas Tech 45

Perhaps t he surprise of t he season in t he ACC
has been the rapid turnaround of the Florida State
Seminoles. The past few seasons Florida State has
looked slow and predictable, causing many fans to call
for Bobby Bowden’s resignation. However, the Florida
State offense has shown great balance this season with a
solid running game and a passing game that minimizes
mistakes. The word balance is not one that has been
used in regards to Georgia Tech’s offense this season.
New coach Paul Johnson has successfully introduced
his run-happy triple option to the ACC. This offense
has proved effective when Georgia Tech has the lead or
the game is tied. However, last week when Tech needed
a score at the end of the game, their passing game — or
lack thereof — was unable to win the game for them.
The speed and balance of Florida State should prevail
this week as the Seminoles move one step closer to the
ACC Championship game.
Score: Florida State 24 Georgia Tech 14

Wisconsin at No. 21 Michigan

Duke at Wake Forest

Clemson at Boston College

Noon ESPN

3:30 p.m.

3:30
3
:3
30 p
p.m.
m A
ABC
BC

3:30 p.m. ESPNU

This Big 10 match up pits two teams going in opposite
directions. After finding themselves ranked in the top 10
to start the season, Wisconsin has failed to impress anyone
as they have struggled against superior competition all
season. This once-touted potential National Championship
contender is trying its best to maintain a winning record.
Michigan State, on the other hand, came out of nowhere
and has become the talk of the Big 10. The Spartans were
finally able to beat their rival Michigan last week, which
they had not done in their last six tries. Michigan State
is led by one the nation’s top runners in Javon Ringer.
The Spartans have pounded the ball on the ground this
season with Ringer and have been very successful doing so.
Barring a post-Michigan letdown, expect Michigan State
to continue their winning formula as they continue their
surprise season and add on to the disappointment that is
Wisconsin football.
Score: Michigan State 24 Wisconsin 16

These two schools traditionally seem more likely to
face each other in an academic bowl than a football game.
Wake and Duke have traditionally been viewed as the floor
mat of the ACC, but this year both teams are showing
that they have some bite. While Wake Forest has been
improving over the past few years, the emergence of Duke
this season under new coach David Cutcliffe has been a
surprise. Cutcliffe should garner some National Coach of
the Year votes as his Duke team is in contention for a bowl
bid. Cutcliffe has been able to energize an offense that has
been — sorry for the pun — offensive the past few seasons.
Wake, which was picked by many to be ACC champion
this season, has been less than impressive. While Wake
Forest was able to defeat Clemson and Florida State on
national television, the level of play displayed was less than
spectacular. Duke will ultimately prevail in this matchup
as the Blue Devils move to just one win away from bowl
eligibility.
Score: Duke 28 Wake Forest 17

This season cannot get any worse for Clemson, can it?
This team that was everyone’s darling in the ACC has lost
its top 10 ranking, its coach and several recruits to the
Gamecocks. The main reason for Clemson’s struggles has
been the horrific play of their offensive line. Clemson’s line
has been unable to open up holes for the run game. Even
worse has been the way the offensive line of Clemson has
let quarterbacks Cullen Harper and Willy Korn stand in
the backfield like tackling dummies. The lack of protection
by the offensive line has led to injuries to Harper, Korn
and C.J Spiller. Boston College will look to exploit this
weakness by blitzing early and often. If Clemson is going
to turn around their season and have any hope of playing
in that bowl on the blue field, then they must win this
weekend. However, this result will not occur unless Dabo
Swinney has fi nally taught five linemen for Clemson how to
block. Boston College should win convincingly and lock up
a bowl bid with their sixth win of the season.
Score: Boston College 31 Clemson 13

Auburn at Ole Miss

Kentucky at Mississippi State

West Virginia at No. 25 Connecticut

2:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

Noon

This game could very well determine which one of these
two teams earns a bowl bid and which one gets to watch
all the bowl games. Both teams could characterize their
seasons as disappointing but for two very different reasons.
Ole Miss’s four losses have come by a combined total of 19
points with the largest margin of defeat coming against
South Carolina, who won by seven. Auburn, on the other
hand, was predicted to fi nish in the top 10 in the country
and win the SEC West. Instead they have been stagnant
on offense and have failed to be impressive at any point
this season. The key for Ole Miss will be to get out to a big
lead since Auburn is incapable of mass-producing offense.
If Auburn is to win the game, they need to be dominant on
defense and keep the game a low-scoring affair. Ole Miss,
led by quarterback Jevan Snead, just has too much fi repower
for the Tigers to contain as the Rebels make Auburn’s season
even more miserable.
Score: Ole Miss 21 Auburn 10

There is a reason why this game is not on national
television, and that is because both of these teams are
boring to watch. Both feature middle-of-the-road SEC
defenses and very predictable, bland offenses. Both teams
have lost SEC games this season in which they failed
to score a touchdown but managed to score a safety.
Kentucky is still shaking their heads after Florida made
them look like Gainesville High last weekend in the
Swamp. Despite Florida playing walk-ons by the end of
the game, Kentucky was still unable to score. Mississippi
State is no better. I mean, who can forget their epic 3-2
loss to Auburn? Mississippi State does have the ability
to control the clock with their running game, a skill
that Kentucky does not currently possess. Mississippi
State will run the ball again and again until they have
completely run out the clock and escape with a narrow
low-scoring victory.
Score: Mississippi State 10 Kentucky 6

A loss to both South Florida and Pittsburgh last week
suddenly has made the Big East a wide-open conference. Both
West Virginia and Connecticut hope to propel themselves
to the head of the pack with a win Saturday. West Virginia’s
offense finally came back from vacation last week as they were
able to come from behind and beat Auburn. West Virginia
suddenly realized that giving the ball to Noel Devine in space
could lead to yards and more importantly points. Connecticut
has also been able to stay in contention in the Big East
this season with their consistent and productive running
attack. Since both teams are among the nation’s worst in
passing offense, the ability of each of these teams to get their
individual running games going will be the key to this contest.
West Virginia also has the added edge of their quarterback Pat
White being a very explosive runner in space. West Virginia
finally got their wake up call last week and look to add to their
lead in the Big East with a win Saturday against the Huskies.
Score: West Virginia 34 Connecticut 21

SCORE COLUMBIA’S
BEST STUDENT LIVING

No Contracts!
No Bank Drafts!
No Long-Term
Commitments!
No Up-Charges!
Specials available for
USC students only!
FREE Parking available
in rear of building.
Locally owned & operated.

WALK TO
WILLIAMS
BRICE
STADIUM

Tan for 1 month - $28.99
Tan for 2 months - $50
Book a package by October 31st
and receive one week free!

20% off all lotions

SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSING
21 NATIONAL GUARD RD
803.252.2634
WWW.UOAKS.COM

506 Gervais St. • 803-988-8447
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-8pm • Sat 9am-2pm

THE BEST IN
STUDENT LIVING

Bright, lofty, fun!

O
&

RESORT-STYLE POOL

O LY M P I A & G R A N B Y M I L L S

SHUTTLE TO CAMPUS

510 Heyward St.
Columbia, SC 29201
803.753.7579
www.millsliving.com

VOLLEYBALL &
BASKETBALL COURT
INDIVIDUAL LEASES
FULLY FURNISHED UNITS
amenities subject to change

803.779.3280
112 SILO COURT
SCSUITES.COM

CALL TODAY FOR A TOUR
One, Two, Three, and Four bedrooms Available for Fall and Spring Semesters!

Stadium Pants & Shorts
Exclusively at

2818 Devine St. • 803-771-2700
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm Sat 10am-6pm
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Culliver ready to lead against weak Vol offense
USC safety found his niche on Carolina defense, looks to continue growth against inexperienced quarterback
Jake Luce

STAFF WRITER

As the defense receives high praise throughout the
country for their efforts, some players have fallen under
the radar despite consistent contributions each week.
Standout players and future NFL hopefuls such as
junior strong safety Emanuel Cook , redshirt senior
linebacker Jasper Brinkley and junior linebacker Eric
Norwood have been constant topics of discussion, but
there is one addition to this year’s Gamecock defense
that has really made a difference.
Last season, sophomore safety Chris Culliver was
deemed the answer to Sidney Rice’s departure, as he
was the top recruit and newest offensive threat.
Unfortunately, USC coach Steve Spurrier was unable
to capitalize on Culliver’s abilities because other threats
such as former Gamecock Cory Boyd, junior tight end
Jared Cook and senior receiver Kenny McKinley were
more reliable.
Despite proving his elusiveness and leading the team’s
return yards, Culliver was moved to the defensive side
of the ball at safety prior to this season, a position in
which he excelled in high school.
The young safety was pleased to make the shift to
defense as long as it meant more time on the field.

“I just wanted to get the opportunity to play, and I
wasn’t getting the ball too much on offense,” Culliver
said. “It’s also nice to hit people.”
Though the learning curve is steep in college, the
newest member of the stout defense has shown his
ability to improve.
“Each week I feel like I’m getting better,” Culliver
said. “The scheme is getting easier because I know my
job and I know what I need to do on the field.”
With the logistics becoming second nature, the
sophomore safety can let his God-given athleticism
do the work on the field. Through eight games in the
season, Culliver is ranked sixth on the team with 30
total tackles, only nine behind second place.
His stats have consistently improved as he tallied a
career high nine tackles against LSU and snagged two
interceptions against Kentucky the week before.
“The two picks felt pretty good. I almost had another
one,” Culliver said. “I’m just trying to make plays for
our defense.”
Culliver has also contributed with receiving kickoffs.
With over 400 yards already this season, he is the team’s
leading return man for the second straight season.
A s t he G amecock s take t he f ield t h is weekend
against a sputtering
Ten nessee team,

they understand that it is still SEC competition and any
letdown could lead to a potential loss.
The Volunteer offense is currently led by unproven
sophomore quarterback Nick Stephens, who has started
the last four games.
Though inexperienced, Stephens earned his job
because he has not been turning the ball over. He has
thrown four touchdowns in the four games with no
interceptions.
The of fense has not been too impressive w it h
Stephens at the helm as the Volunteers beat Northern
Illinois and Mississippi State while losing the important
SEC games to Georgia and Alabama.
Culliver and the Gamecocks know that if they want
to ensure victory this weekend, they must still play to
their potential.
“Like coach has been telling us, they are prett y
down right now, but that doesn’t give us the go-ahead
to lighten up,” Culliver said. “We have to keep it on
them, blitz the young quarterback and do a lot of things
defensively to come out with the win.”

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Lance Laury fulfilling
gridiron dreams in Seattle
with pro franchise
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

Williams-Brice Stadium
is a place of release for
ma ny. Fa ns, you ng a nd
old, f lock to the stadium
on Saturdays in the fall to
cheer on the Gamecocks
against some of the stiffest
competition in the nation.
It’s because of these fans
t h at W i l l ia m s -Br ic e i s
always in the discussion
when someone starts
t a l k i n g ab out t he b e s t
places to watch col lege
football.
Now, imagine growing
up underneath the shadow
of Williams-Brice,
hearing t he t hu nder
of t he stadium on t hose
brisk fall Saturdays, seeing
the jerseys worn around
Columbia, seeing famous
faces on the front page.
Such wa s t he l ife for
a y o u n g L a n c e L au r y .
Laury’s grandfather lived

w it h i n e a r s h o t o f t h e
Williams-Brice, and as he
grew up he imagined that
one day he would be the
one bringing those fans to
their feet.
“I was a Carolina fa n
g r o w i n g u p ,” L a u r y
remembers. “My
grandfather stayed across
the street from the stadium
on Bluff Road. I used to
always go over there and
listen to the crowd roar,
and t hat was somet hing
that I wanted to do growing
up, was play football for
the Gamecocks.”
Grow i ng up, Lau r y
heard names like Mart y
Dye and Joe Reeves, both
former Gamecock greats,
and aspired to one day take
the field wearing garnet
and black.
It wou ld not b e long
b efore t h at d re a m wa s
realized. Laury graduated
f rom Lower R ich la nd
High School in 2000 and
w a s n a me d t o t he a l lconference team for both
his junior and senior year.
There was never really a
quest ion of what Lau r y
would do after high school.

HALF OFF your 1st hair service with
Bailey @ Shear 5 in 5 Pointsts

Call Bailey: 803.873.4218
4218
Offer expires Dec. 30th

He was headed to
South Carolina.
H o w e v e r, w h e n
Laury arrived at USC
in the fall of 2000 he
did not immediately
see the field. He spent
his first year learning
t he i n s a nd out s of
college football under
the guise of a redshirt.
He watched K a l i mba
Edwards and Kennet h
Harney wreak havoc side
by side in the SEC.
“I didn’t really play that
much because of Kalimba
E dwa rds a nd Sheldon
Brow n a nd ever ybody
t here,” Laur y said. “My
coach sat me down and told
me he wouldn’t play me
much.”
Even t hough Lau r y
spent his first year riding
the pine, that year turned
out to be very beneficial to
the young linebacker.
A f ter his redshirt was
up, Lau r y stepped i nto
t he g ap i n t he defen se
a nd qu ick ly beca me a
primet ime performer
for t he G amecock s. He
led the way for a defense
that carried Carolina to a
9-3 record and a secondconsecutive Outback Bowl
victory.
On top of t he tea m
accolades, Laur y earned
some national recognition
of his own. Laury earned a
spot on the Sporting News
SEC A l l-Fresh ma n a nd
Freshman A ll-A merican
squads.
“D u r i ng my red sh i r t
f resh ma n year, I got in
and I started and I started

Courtesy of The Seattle Seahawks

Lance Laury has moved on from
Carolina to the NFL..
learning
things,” Laury said. “We
had a fam ily. We had a
good time out there.”
T he nex t t h ree yea r s
would not be as easy for
Lau r y. The G amecock s
wou ld see t wo losi ng
seasons in his sophomore
and ju nior year,
culminating in a coaching
change prior to Laur y’s
sen ior yea r. A l l of t h is
wh ile Lau r y was slowly
but steadily losing playing
time.
“[The coaching change]
d id n’t rea l ly a f fec t my
game,” Laury said. “Coach
Holt z plays old-school,
he’s i nt o t a c k l i n g a nd
e v e r y t h i n g. S o i t w a s
a l r e ad y f u nd a me nt a l l y

there, it was
just a different system.”
Lau r y also ref used to
be d ishea r tened by h is
dwindling playing time.
Bothered by a sore k nee
d u r i n g h i s j u n io r a n d
senior year, Laur y came
out in 2005 without much
pro hy pe. However, he
took it upon h imself to
make sure his professional
dreams were fulfi lled.
“I d id my best t hat I
could, and I was hoping
that someone would give
me a chance,” Laury said.
“W h ile I was i n school
my sen ior yea r, I made
a highlight tape. I did it
by myself. I sat there and
used plays that I had my
f r e s h m a n , s o p ho mo r e ,
junior and senior year. One

of the coaches watched it
and sent it off to teams, and
when I came out Seattle
called me and gave me a
chance.”
Now Laury, in his third
year in the NFL, is fi rmly
planted on t he Seahawk
roster and is a consistent
contributor for Seattle’s
special teams.
Ahead of him is a bright
future. However, behind
him is something of equal
importance to the native
Sout h Carol i n ia n, a n
education and five years
at the school that he loved
ever since he first heard
the cheers of the Carolina
nation as a young boy.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Cook continues to lead offense’s air game
Jared Cook creates mismatches, lines up against talented Tennessee safety Eric Berry in crucial matchup

Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

The South Carolina Gamecocks face yet another
must-win game t his Sat urday night as t hey host
the struggling 3-5 Tennessee Volunteers in an SEC
East matchup. In order to secure a victory, USC will
undoubtedly have to jump start its offense, which has
been inconsistent the entire season and played a major
role in three conference losses. Looking to help the
team do so is junior tight end Jared Cook .
The 6’5” 242-pound junior leads the team in both
receptions and yards with 31 and 460 respectively.
With such a rare combination of size and speed (he
runs a 4.37 40-yard dash), Cook poses a problem
for any defense. Yet there may be some unexpected
obstacles for Jared Cook and the Carolina offense on
Saturday night.
Cook’s lingering foot injury kept him out of practice
earlier in the week. On Wednesday, however, he was
able to participate in practice and afterward stated
that he was ready to go.
“Today I did some blocking and some catching, and
I felt pretty good out there,” the

Suwanee, Ga., native said. “I think I’m 99.9 percent.”
Yet besides the injury that seems to have fi nally been
left behind, USC coach Steve Spurrier’s run-and-gun
offense faces a more substantial obstacle, and he wears
No. 14 in orange. Sophomore safety Eric Berry of the
Volunteers has been wreaking havoc upon opposing
offenses since he fi rst began seeing the field.
Last year, as a true freshman, Berry intercepted five
passes and returned one for a 96-yard touchdown.
This year he has already amounted five interceptions
as well as a return for a touchdown. Berry boasts
a career average of over 40 yards per return after
every interception — earning himself the unofficial
yet nearly unanimous title of the Volunteers’ most
exciting player.
Last year, when USC traveled to Tennessee, the
mighty ranked Gamecocks certainly did not intimidate
the freshman. He nearly singlehandedly won the game
for the Vols with a game-changing interception and
fumble recovery (which was returned 46 yards and led
to a Volunteer touchdown).
Yet Berry will certainly have his hands full with
Cook, who
matches his speed

but stands f ive inches taller t han t he safet y and
outweighs him by 40 pounds.
Cook’s presence is perhaps most crucial in the
red zone. His overpowering size should make him a
great target in the end zone for USC quarterbacks.
Obviously, that’s where Spurrier’s struggling offense
needs it the most. This season, the Gamecocks have
been able to score a touchdown only 58 percent of the
times they were inside the 20-yard line. A contributing
factor to this problem could be the fact that Cook has
only caught one touchdown pass all season — and that
was in the fi rst game of the year. Cook certainly needs
to be available in the end zone for USC if the team is
planning on getting a W this weekend.
The Carolina of fense has ex perienced several
problems this season, but Cook has the potential to
solve several of them. Getting him the ball should rank
among the top priorities of whichever quarterback is
under center for the majority of the upcoming game.

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Why can’t USC’s offensive
line run block?
You could literally prop up
cardboard cutouts of offensive
linemen and give Mike Davis
more r u n ning lanes. Even
a g a i n s t L S U ’s “ E x p r e s s”
package, a line made up of four
defensive ends and no defensive
tack les, USC couldn’t r u n
the ball. People keep saying
USC should just abandon the
running game and throw the
ball ever y down like Texas
Tech. The problem is even
Texas Tech runs for 38 yards
more per game t han USC.
If things don’t improve, I’ll
personally roll out six-foottall Weebles to block, because
things can’t get worse.

2

Will Tennessee fans boycott
this game?
Tennessee fans are known
for boycotting certain things,
like grades 5-12 and socially
accepted hygiene practices,
but t h is year t hey st ar ted
boycotting football games. A

large group of
students started
missing games
and keeping
t heir t ickets
— an effort to
demonstrate
JAKE BROOM their displeasure
Second-year
w it h
t he
graduate
direct ion of
student
t he Ten nessee
program and the
st udent t icket
fee. The number has grown as
the season has progressed, and
now Tennessee’s home games
have had as many as 15,00020,000 empty seats.

3

Will the Cocky Cloth
return?
Not only did t he Cock y
Cloths look good on TV, they
were also great for other things,
like w iping up mysterious
subst a nces i n t he seat s or
h it t ing t he person beh ind
you in the eye (Thanks, girl
in front of me). There should
be more passed out this week.
Don’t get me wrong — I love
them — I’ll just remember to
wear a welding mask to the
game this time.

4

Will security let people leave
the student section?
D u r i ng t he LSU g a me,
securit y completely locked
down the student section. For a
while nobody could enter or exit
(even to go to the bathroom).
My friends asked why, and
one of the police officers said
the crowd was creating a fire

5

hazard.
Fi r s t of a l l , t he e nt i r e
stadium is made up of concrete,
steel and aluminum. W hat
exactly are they worried about
burning? When giant slabs of
concrete start spontaneously
combusting, then we’ll worry
about fire escape routes. Plus, is
there any doubt that WilliamsBrice can empty quickly? Trust
me, I was at the 63-17 game.
Getting out of the stadium in
a hurry is no problem for our
fans.
Second of all, if
you’re wor r ied ab out t he
overcrowding, why not make
the family of five that always
ends up sitting beside me in
the student section leave? How
do they get in anyway? The
guards at the entrances check
my student ID like they think
I’m smuggling cocaine across
the border, yet these people
stroll in the student section and
then complain because we never
sit down. Here’s a fresh plan for
you: Instead of limiting the
number of times I can go to the
bathroom, how about keeping
the Brady Bunch from taking
over the student section?

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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®
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$

Large Stuffed Crust Pizza (3-Toppings)

+ 10 WingStreet Wings
Delivery charges may apply. Limited Delivery area. One
coupon per party per visit at participating units owned and
operated by subsidiaries of Pizza Hut, Inc.1/20 cent cash
redeemable value. © 2008 Pizza Hut, Inc.
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$
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redeemable value. © 2008 Pizza Hut, Inc.
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11/30/08
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1099

$

3 Types of Wings
8 different sauces

Delivery charges may apply. Limited Delivery area. One
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redeemable value. © 2008 Pizza Hut, Inc.

Expires:
11/30/08
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I s t h i s Ph i l
F u l m e r ’s l a s t s e a s o n a s
Tennessee’s head coach?
Tennessee enters this game
with a record of 3-5. A loss to
Carolina means a 6-6 season at
best for UT, and the Tennessee
legislature is scrambling to
f und a government bailout
for Knoxville-area buffets if
Fulmer is let go. I hope the
guy stays. Very few people do
less with more than Phillip
Fulmer.
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Questions with
Jake Broom

TRICK OR TREAT ● 5
inexperience and errant
decisions in the pocket are
all areas where Smelley is
stronger. Likewise, Garcia
brings excitement to the
drowsy offense and clearly
has the upper hand in his
ability to throw downfield
passes.
This year for t he
G a meco c k s , t he tea m
might just have to settle
f or t wo q u a r t e r b a c k s
instead of one man to take
the job, and Spurrier likes
the idea.
“ T h e r e’s n o t h i n g
w rong w it h play i ng
two quarterbacks. LSU
plays with two and won
a national championship
[last season] playing with
two,” Spurrier said. “We
can play with two.”
It ’s a t r ic k- or -t re at
decision, and Gamecocks
f a n s w i l l ju st h ave to
hope that the Halloween
basket has a win against
Tennessee inside when the
night is over.
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Football picks and predictions
Every week, our staff will predict 10 college games. If you think you know your
stuff, submit your picks for these games by Thursday to
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu.
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Wisconsin at MSU

MSU

MSU

MSU

MSU

Wisconsin

MSU

West Virginia at UCONN

UCONN

West Virginia

West Virginia

West Virginia

West Virginia

West Virginia

Auburn at Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Ole Miss

Kentucky at Miss. State

Miss. State

Kentucky

Miss. State

Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

Florida vs. Georgia

Florida

Georgia

Florida

Florida

Florida

Florida

Florida State at Ga. Tech

Florida State

Ga. Tech

Florida State

Florida State

Florida State

Florida State

Clemson at Boston College

Boston College Boston College

Clemson

Boston College Boston College Boston College

Duke at Wake Forest

Duke

Wake Forest

Wake Forest

Wake Forest

Duke

Wake Forest

Texas at Texas Tech

Texas Tech

Texas Tech

Texas

Texas Tech

Texas

Texas

Tennessee at USC

USC

USC

USC

USC

USC

USC

Last Week’s Standings:

5-5

6-4

7-3

6-4

1-9

7-3

Overall:

(52-28)

(53-27)

(50-30)

(56-24)

(40-40)

(50-30)
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